
M a y  1 9 ,  2 0 1 1

N O R T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A  R A I N B O W  D I V E R S

Gear / Water Conditions

Besides normal dive gear, one 
dive computer per diver is 
required, as well as a safety 
sausage and a whistle. Water 
temperature ranges from 75‐ 
85F in the Sea of Cortez and 
full wetsuits are recommended. 
Currents can be expected as 
well as thermoclines. Visibility 
is highly dependent on 
upwellings and water 
temperature, and can be up 
to 60-100 feet.

RAINBOW DIVERS
Sea of cortez

ROCIO DEL MAR LIVEABOARD
 

AUG 25 - SEP 01   2012 

A WEEK IN THE SEA OF CORTEZ ON 
THE ROCIO DEL MAR FOR $1950 
With deep blue waters, abundant sea life, white sand 
beaches and inspiring vistas, the Sea of Cortez - 
known as the Gulf of California - is a breathtaking 
destination for amazing scuba diving, snorkeling, and 
exploring diverse marine creatures.

 
Legendary diver Jacques Cousteau described the Sea of Cortez as the "world's 

aquarium" and the "Galapagos of North America.” Dive on untouched walls and reefs 
abounding in marine life. Encounter great and small whale species, whale sharks, 
manta and jumping mobula rays, and sea lion colonies. Hike and explore remote 
uninhabited islets. Dine under the stars in a calm anchorage, socialize with your 
shipmates and make new friends. Then melt into a your bed in your own finely 

appointed cabin with private bathrooms and hot showers. All in a day 
aboard Rocio, combined with personalized service to enhance your 
live aboard safety and fun. Dive into your dreams and see what sea 
of cortez diving is all about. 

August/September is one of the best time to dive the Sea of 
Cortez with warmer waters. It is also the best time of the year 

for whale shark encounters.
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“OUTSTANDING diving, superb accommodations, jovial crew, and great 
food! Dora & Lolo Sandoval have created a diver's dream cruise on the 
Sea of Cortez. Book now because this operation will soon be booked 
out far in advance once word spreads.  How about snorkeling with 10 
whale sharks for 2
hours?  Ever have your very own whale shark to swim with?  Happened 
for us on this trip! Incredible.

The variety of aquatic life on our dives was beyond belief: families of 
sperm whales, hundreds of common & bottlenose dolphins, a dozen 
whale sharks, hundreds of sea lions, groups of octopus, squid, 
lobsters,frog fish, seahorses, manta rays, 200 lb groupers, Mexican 
hogfish, parrot fish, jaw fish, garden eels, sting rays, electric rays, guitar 
fish, angel sharks, trevally, creole fish, yellow-flowering black coral, 
gorgonian, nudibranches, crabs, yellow ribbon clams, barracuda, and a 
whole slew of other species. These are the ones I personally saw. 
Large, plentiful schools of fish.

Four dives per day for a week, 2 night dives and a 2-hr snorkel with 
whale sharks. Nitrox 32 available @ $100 for the week. Spacious dive 
equipment set-up/storage areas. Two inflatable runabouts for to/from 
dive sites and for diver escort as most drives are drift with sometimes 
very fast currents >5 knots. Currents caused by tidal flow. Tidal 
movement is 22' in the Sea of Cortez and with the depths (to 6k'), 
numerous islands, and large volume of upwelling, currents are 
prevalent. Bring your safety sausages! Diver safety is important to 
crew...very watchful and responsive.  Because of upwelling you can hit 
water temps of 70 despite starting in 86 degree water.  Dives go in/out of 
cold/warm water that makes you feel it more than if you just stayed at 
the lower temp. Southern midriff islands are warmer--82 @ depth but 
middle and northern have the temp variation. 5mm with a hooded vest 
available would probably work best all around for August.

Food is plentiful with great Mexican meals and very good traditional 
meals. Continental breakfast at 6 am, 1st dive at 7:30 followed by great 
full breakfast. Lots of fresh fruit all day. Full lunch after 2nd dive, 
delicious snacks after 3rd, and dinner after the 4th. Thursday nights-
Mexican BBQ on top deck--great traditional Mexican! No illnesses 
onboard stomach or respiratory during trip. 

Surface intervals a healthy 2 hours.  Dive times averaged, for me, 60-70 
minutes. Rocio has beautiful and spacious top sundeck, indoor/outdoor 
salon/lanai on mid deck, main berthing off dive deck and galley below 
deck.

Berths are spacious with private baths with separate showers, sink, 
toilet...large windows, not portholes, in each cabin, ceiling fans. Entire 
inside of ship is airconditioned & we needed it as temps went over 100 
with high humidity despite being an almost zero rainfall area. Beds are a 
bit uncomfortable--short for medium height people. But I put some 
clothing on the drawer top at the foot of the bed and was fine. Plans are 
to replace outboard beds with twin mattress in the very near future. 

Easy to get from Phoenix airport and back via arranged van...3 1/2-4 hrs 
one way, A/C of course. Trailer in back takes all bags. Crew handles 
bags on arrival and departure--with great care. I'm going back on this 
liveaboard..and why not? Short flight, great people, great boat, great 
price, and a diver's dream come true! Five Stars for the Rocio Del Mar 
and my deepest thanks and gratitude to Dora Sandoval and the crew. I 
had a total blast with all.”

Undercurrent Trip Report - Bob DeFeo

Sea of cortez 2012
Rocio del Mar - The Boat
Length: 110 ft. Beam: 25 ft. 
Engine information: (2) 3406 Caterpillar engines, 585 hp
Generators: Perkins 100 kilowatts 
Compressor: 1 Nuvair 26 cfm., 1 Poseidon 14cfm
Navigation Safety: Ray Marine, Series E
Zodiacs: (3) two 19' and one 16' 
Tanks: Aluminum 80's with DIN or Yoke Valves
Water tanks: 2000 gallons and produce 65 GPH
Cabins: 10 cabins ; Crew: 8 crew members
Eliot life raft for 16 people, Solas life jackets and EPIRB

Rocio del Mar - The Staterooms
There are 10 comfortable guest staterooms on two decks. 

All have private bathrooms with hot shower stalls, western style 
toilets, lavatories, and above height window. Each cabin is 
carpeted and air conditioned.  There are room length windows 
with privacy curtains and convenient gear and clothes storage 
drawers beneath the beds. We recommend any private 
valuables be safely stored in the boat’s secure vault.

There are two staterooms on the second deck behind the 
bridge on the port and starboard side. Each features a full size 
lower bed and a single size bed on top with adjustable reading 
lights.

Eight cabins on the main deck - four on the port and 
starboard side. 6 cabins feature two parallel single beds with an 
aisle in between and night table at the pillow end. 2 cabins 
feature a double bed with lots of storage space underneath. 
Adjustable reading lights to focus the illumination without 
disturbing your cabin-mate.

Rocio del Mar - Getting There
The boat departs from Puerto Penaso in Mexico which is 

only a few hours drive from Phoenix. Transportation from and to 
Phoenix airport is $100 R/T in air-conditioned vans. Many 
airlines fly directly from the Bay Area to Phoenix for reasonable 
airfares.
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Sea of cortez 2012

IMPORTANT: IF WE HAVE 
LESS THAN 12 PEOPLE 
SIGNING-UP BY JULY 01, 
2011, THE TRIP WILL BE 
CANCELLED AND YOUR 
DEPOSIT REFUNDED

What’s Included
Mexican taxes 
Accommodations (double occupancy) and housekeeping
All meals, snacks, non-alcoholic beverages and beer and wine
Fuel surcharges, port fees
Up to four guided dives per day (conditions permitting)
Tanks, air, and weights
Kayak and island hikes

What’s Not Included
Airfare to Phoenix (around $250 R/T)
Airport transfers (to and from Phoenix, $100 RT)
Park fee ($25)
Unlimited Nitrox for a week ($100)
Any additional hotel nights in Phoenix
Food and beverages while not on the boat
Trip cancellation and medical insurance
DAN insurance (required)
Expenditures of a personal nature
Gratuities

Payment Schedule
Deposit: $650
Second Payment of $650 due October 1, 2011
Final Payment of $650 due April 1, 2012
Check should be made payable to NCRD and mailed to the organizers (see 
contact information on the next page)

SAMPLE ITINERARYSAMPLE ITINERARY
Saturday Aug 25 Arrive in Phoenix by 10am (or the night before), transportation to Puerto Penasco, board 

boat at 4pm, boat departs at 5pm.

Sunday Aug 26 North Angel Island 4 dives

Monday Aug 27 Central East of Angel Island, 4 dives (including night dive)

Tuesday Aug 28 San Pedro Martir, 4 dives

Wednesday Aug 29 San Pedro Martir, 4 dives (including night dive)

Thursday Aug 30 Animas and Salsipuedas Islands, 4 dives

Friday Aug 31 Bahia de los Angeles 2 dives + snorkel with whale sharks (not guaranteed) - Drive back 
overnight to Puerto Penasco

Saturday Sep 01 Arrive at Puerto Penasco by 8am, transportation to Phoenix
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Sea of cortez 2012
Organizers Contact Information
Robert Raso
rremmett64@gmail.com

Christophe Beraud 
sffrenchman@me.com

3264 20th Street
San Francisco, CA 94110

Terms and Conditions
You are strongly encouraged to 

purchase separate trip insurance to 
cover unforeseen events that may 
result in interruption or cancellation of 
your vacation.

We recommend getting insurance 
very early -- within a week of your first 
deposit for this trip -- in order to cover 
the widest possible range of risks, 
including the risk of hurricanes. Read 
policy details carefully when buying trip 
insurance, and be aware that many 
policies require purchase at the time 
the trip is first booked. 

We also recommend joining DAN, 
to assure that you have coverage for 
emergency transport to hyperbaric 
chamber treatment, which can be very 
expensive, and consider enhancing 
membership with the various options 
offered by DAN. There is an hyperbaric 
chamber located on the island. 

We cannot predict the political 
stability of the countries to which we 
travel. You are encouraged to avail 
yourself of all pertinent information, 
including US State Department Travel 
Warnings, when deciding to travel 
overseas. You are strongly encouraged 
to purchase separate trip insurance

Because we plan specialized dive 
trips for small groups, Northern 
California Rainbow Divers (NCRD) 
trips are not refundable. If you discover 

that you are unable to attend our trip, 
you may try to find a replacement for 
yourself who is willing to buy your spot 
from you. Alternatively, if the trip sells 
out, the Trip Leader may be able to 
refer a possible replacement for you 
from the trip waiting list. If you must 
cancel, or think you might have to 
cancel, notify the Trip Leader as soon 
as possible to improve your chances of 
finding a replacement. NCRD strongly 
encourages trip participants to 
purchase trip insurance to minimize the 
risk of financial loss in the event of an 
unforeseen cancellation or trip 
cessation. 

Northern California Rainbow 
Divers (CST 2092387-40) is registered 
with the State of California as an 
authorized California Seller of Travel. 
California Sellers of Travel are required 
by the State to hold trip funds in 
escrow or to deposit trip payments into 
a trust account until all vendors have 
been paid. 

California Sellers of Travel may be 
participants in the Travel Consumer 
Restitution Fund (TCRF). NCRD is a 
participant in the TCRF. In the event 
that you suffer a loss due to 
bankruptcy, cessation of operations, 
insolvency, or material failure of a 
registered Seller of Travel to provide 
the transportation or travel services 
contracted, you may be able to receive 
compensation from the Fund. Visit 
www.tcrcinfo.com for more information 
about the Fund, including how to make 
a claim. 

NCRD makes every effort to 
contract travel services from reputable 
vendors. However, if these vendors are 
located outside of the United States 
and provide their services to you 

outside the U.S., they are not required 
to comply with the California Seller of 
Travel laws or to participate in the 
Travel Consumer Restitution Fund. If 
such a vendor ceases operations, you 
will not be entitled to file a claim with 
the TCRF. In this event, your claim 
would be directly with the vendor, and 
not with the TCRF or NCRD. You 
should evaluate the risks and possible 
consequences of vendor non-
performance carefully before signing 
up for any trip outside the U.S. NCRD 
strongly encourages trip participants to 
purchase trip insurance if you are 
unwilling to accept these risks.

The dives on this trip are not led by 
anyone. As always, each diver is 
responsible for his/her own safety, and 
for diving within his/her training limits.

Check the rainbow divers website 
for additional details and information 
about trip policies.


